
Academic Senate Resolution on behalf of Rising Scholars 

 

Whereas the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges passed resolution 3.06 in fall of 2019 
to work with the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office to include current and formerly 
incarcerated youth as a special population in the system’s equity plans yet lack access to priority one 
registration; 
 
Whereas Rising Scholars is comprised of students who are both currently and formerly incarcerated 
minors and adults (and in some cases minors who are now adults who continue to be held at juvenile 
detention facilities) and are disproportionately impacted in that a majority are likely to have a history of 
trauma, neglect, and/or abuse, learning needs that may or may not have been diagnosed or addressed 
in TK-12 grades, as well as other health conditions1 and an increased risk of high ACES (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences Scores);2  
 
Whereas the total number of people incarcerated in California, including state and federal prisons, jails, 
youth facilities, and involuntary commitment is approximately 241,000 and a majority of individuals on 
parole from state prison are Black and Latinx with nearly half between the ages of 25-39;3 
 
Whereas incarcerated individuals who participate in correctional education programs have 43 percent 
lower odds of recidivating than those who do not;4 
 
Whereas access to priority one for Rising Scholars would allow students the opportunity to select classes 
that address their complicated conditions and carceral system limitations such as: day and time in which 
they can participate in a class due to requirements of probation and facility schedules, changes by the 
facility that can occur without notice, access to online learning and technology, and available time to 
utilize support resources; 
 
Be it resolved that the ASCCC work with the Chancellor's Office and the Board of Governors to make the 
required, associated changes to Ed Code and Title 5 statutes to add Rising Scholars to the  priority 1 
registration designation. 
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