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Disciplines List 
& Faculty Minimum Qualifications



What is a Discipline?
• Faculty must meet the MQs for the discipline of the faculty member’s 

assignment.
• A “discipline” is defined as a grouping of courses that share common 

academic or vocational preparation, which are typically defined by a 
degree or degrees (MFA, MA, BA, AS, etc.), or specific professional 
preparation. 

• Discipline is from the perspective of faculty preparation.
• Not the same as local departments or subject areas.
• Disciplines List specifies the minimum qualifications for each discipline. 
• Instructional faculty must meet the MQs of the disciplines to which courses 

are assigned.



Discipline MQs and the Disciplines List

• R evis ions  to D iscipline L is t is  
done annually. 

• T hrough local senate or through 
profess ional organization 

• Must have two separate senate 
dis tricts  approve the proposal.

• Must provide evidence to support 
rationale for change.

• Minimum of two s tatewide 
hearings .

• B oard of G overnors  cons iders  the 
recommendations  of the S enate 
and formally acts  on them.

C ons idering a D isciplines  L is t 
R evis ion? P lease review 
the Disciplines  L is t R evis ion 
Handbook for important information 
about the process . 

https://asccc.org/sites/default/files/DLHandbook_Final_Revision_Spr_20.pdf


• T he 2021 Minimum Qualifications  for 
F aculty and Administrators in C alifornia 
C ommunity C olleges handbook contains  
the disciplines  list recommendations  
submitted by the Academic S enate for 
C alifornia C ommunity C olleges  and 
approved by the Board of G overnors. 

• T he handbook also contains  a 
comprehens ive review of regulations  
regarding the minimum qualifications  and 
disciplines  lists . New editions  of the 
handbook amend previous  editions  and 
are effective immediately to be employed 
as  appropriate in each community college 
district.

https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/About-Us/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/Academic-Affairs/What-we-do/Curriculum-and-Instruction-Unit/Minimum-Qualifications/cccco-2021-report-min-qualifications-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=AB424D9D2AEDEEBE2A54757BF58ABFC2B852A2F9


Ethnic Studies 
Graduation 
Requirement

• Whereas, Ethnic studies is an 
interdisciplinary and comparative study of 
race and ethnicity with special focus on 
four historically defined racialized core 
groups—

Native Americans, African Americans, 
Asian Americans, and Latina/o 
Americans—offered through various 
disciplines including Ethnic Studies, 
Chicana and Chicano Studies, Latina and 
Latino Studies, African-American Studies, 
Black Studies, Asian-American Studies, 
Native-American Studies, Africana Studies, 
Mexican-American Studies, Indigenous 
Studies, Filipino Studies, La Raza Studies, 
and Central American Studies

Fall 2020

Resolution Number

09.03

https://asccc.org/resolutions/ethni
c-studies-graduation-requirement
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https://asccc.org/resolutions/ethnic-studies-graduation-requirement


Defining Ethnic 
Studies and its 
Four Core 
Disciplines

• Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges recognize, for the purposes of graduation and general 
education requirements, that ethnic studies is defined as an 
interdisciplinary and comparative study of race, ethnicity, and 
culture in the United States, with specific emphasis on four 
historically defined racialized core groups—Native Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and 
Latina and Latino Americans—and that ethnic studies is offered 
through ethnic studies departments and programs, with disciplines 
focusing on the four autonomous core groups—including 
Chicana/o Studies, Latina/o Studies, La Raza Studies, African 
American Studies, Black Studies, Africana Studies, Native 
American Studies, American Indian Studies, Asian American 
Studies, Pacific Islander Studies, Filipino American Studies, and 
Central American Studies —each having distinct epistemologies, 
theories, and methodologies that center a critical ethnic studies 
lens and present this definition through a position paper by the 
Spring 2023 Plenary Session; and

• Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges advocate that the definition of ethnic studies be 
written into the Program and Course Approval Handbook to 
support ASCCC Resolution 9.03 F20.

Spring 2021

Resolution Number

09.07

https://asccc.org/resolutions/defin
ing-ethnic-studies-and-its-four-
core-disciplines
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https://asccc.org/resolutions/defining-ethnic-studies-and-its-four-core-disciplines


Program and Course Approval 
Handbook (PCAH)

• PCAH 7th edition
• Part I: Overview
• Part II: Credit Curriculum
• Part III: Non-Credit CurriculumDivision webpage 
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PCAH Link

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/What-we-do/Curriculum-and-Instruction-Unit
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/Reports/CCCCO_Report_Program_Course_Approval-web-102819.pdf?la=en&hash=06918DD585E9F8C0805334FEA3EB1E6872C22F16


Disciplines List –
African American 
Studies

• Whereas, Oral and written testimony given through the 
consultation process used for the review of minimum 
qualifications for faculty in the California Community Colleges, 
known as the “Disciplines List,” supported the following addition 
of the African-American Studies discipline:

• Master’s degree in African-American/Black/Africana 
Studies OR bachelor’s degree in African-
American/Black/Africana Studies AND master’s degree in 
Ethnic Studies OR the equivalent; and

• Whereas, The Executive Committee of the Academic Senate for 
California Community Colleges has reviewed the proposal and 
deemed that it has followed the process outlined in the 
“Disciplines List Revision Handbook;”

• Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges recommend that the California Community Colleges 
Board of Governors adopt the proposed addition to the 
“Disciplines List” for African American Studies.

Spring 2015

Resolution Number

10.01

https://asccc.org/resolutions/disci
plines-list-%E2%80%93-african-
american-studies
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https://asccc.org/resolutions/disciplines-list-%E2%80%93-african-american-studies


Disciplines List –
Chicano Studies

• Whereas, Oral testimony given through the 
consultation process used for the review of 
minimum qualifications for faculty in the 
California community colleges, known as the 
“Disciplines List,” supported and opposed the 
following addition of the Chicano Studies 
discipline:

• Master’s degree in Chicano Studies OR 
Ethnic Studies OR the equivalent.

• Whereas, The Executive Committee of the 
Academic Senate for California Community 
Colleges, having evaluated this evidence, 
supports the addition of Chicano Studies;

• Resolved, That the Academic Senate for 
California Community Colleges recommend 
that the Board of Governors adopt the 
proposed addition to the Disciplines List for 
Chicano Studies.

Spring2013

Resolution Number

10.02

https://www.asccc.org/resolutions
/disciplines-list-%E2%80%93-
chicano-studies
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https://www.asccc.org/resolutions/disciplines-list-%E2%80%93-chicano-studies


Disciplines List Proposals

Three Proposals for New Discipline Establishment

• Asian American Studies
• Native American/American Indian Studies
• Nanotechnolgy (NANO)
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https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/MQ%20in%20Asian%20American%20Studies%20.pdf
https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/Native%20American-Indian%20Studies%20-%20received%20by%20mail%205.06.21%20Dr%20Leal.pdf
https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/MQ%20in%20Advanced%20Materials%20-%20Nanotechnology.pdf
https://www.asccc.org/sites/default/files/MQ%20in%20Advanced%20Materials%20-%20Nanotechnology.pdf


ASCCC Spring Plenary Discipline Hearing 
Friday, April 15, 2022 5:00pm – 6:00pm
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Required investigation of the following and statement of findings:  
 Contacted an associated professional organization to determine support of proposal 
 Included evidence of degrees within the proposed revision of the discipline or new discipline. 
 Provided a list of the titles of the degrees and programs to document the need for a new or 

revised discipline using the below criteria:  
• Minimum of three degrees 
• Regionally accredited institutions (all public institutions in California) 
• Disciplines in the Master’s List requires evidence of the availability of master’s degrees 
• Disciplines in the Non-master’s List requires evidence of the availability of degree, 

certification, and/or professional experience, if necessary 
 Provided statewide need documented by evidence to show a change is necessary and not 

merely a response to a unique need of one college, district or region.  Demonstrated a balance 
of need across the state and included a discipline seconder from another district.  

 Explained the impact of proposal across the state using a list the pro and con arguments and 
including refutation of the con arguments  

 Provided other evidence such as significant changes to the field that requires a change to the 
Disciplines List. 

 Provided a ½ page written rationale to be included in public documents.   



Equivalency Explained



Equivalency Explained
Equivalency 

• The possibility of hiring faculty who do not possess the exact 
degrees listed (“OR the equivalent”)

• The process used to determine whether faculty preparation is at 
least equivalent to MQs

Equivalent to the minimum qualifications means equal or at least 
equal, not nearly equal
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Equivalency Explained
• Equivalence policies usually recognize at least one of three 

ways, or some combination of all three, for determining 
equivalence: 

• Coursework
• Work Experience 
• Eminence

• Use of one element or a combo of all three to determine 
equivalence may vary by type of degree required

• Eminence is not legally defined and should not be the sole 
criteria for equivalency 
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Equivalency Explained
• Applicant must provide evidence of attainment of breadth of coursework or 

experience equal to the general education component of an earned associate’s 
or bachelor’s degree

• Applicant must provide evidence of attainment of skills or knowledge provided by 
specialized, focused coursework required for the degree in the disciplines list

• For non-master’s disciplines, evidence that the requisite professional experience 
is equivalent to required full-time experience for the discipline

• No provisional equivalency is allowed
• By approving equivalency, applicants are determined to have preparation at least 

equivalent to the minimum qualifications at time of approval

• Equivalency determinations cannot be revoked
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SRJC Faculty Equivalency Application
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SRJC Equivalency Resources:
Faculty Equivalency Procedures
Equivalency Guide for Applicants
Faculty Minimum Qualifications Self-Evaluation Checklist

https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/santarosa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=A6CPHP6240A2
https://hr.santarosa.edu/sites/hr.santarosa.edu/files/documents/Equivalency%20Guide%20for%20Faculty%20Applicants%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfo2LdZTnyocHFIdwfyWaiJmmRs-oTXTzaW847bVgiPAgR6yQ/viewform


Equivalency Processes
• Goal of equivalency process should be fair, transparent, and consistent 

determination of equivalency for applicants that possess qualifications at 
least equivalent to minimum qualifications

• Equivalency processes should be documented and recommendations 
justifiable so that a determination of equivalency is understandable, clear, 
and supported upon review

• Applicants granted equivalency and hired by a district retain qualified 
status for duration of employment by district

• Consider the potential of proactive as well as responsive equivalencies 
(over time, responsive equivalencies may become proactive templates)

29



Equivalency Committees
• Responsible for using process approved by academic senate to 

review candidates qualifications to determine if preparation is at least 
equivalent to the state minimum qualifications for a discipline (plus 
any additional required qualifications that may have been added 
locally)

• For determinations based on coursework, review transcripts of 
completed coursework against coursework required for a stated 
degree

• For determinations based on work experience, review 
documentation of experience (must be verified by employers, not just 
applicant). 

• Consider how experience aligns with skills & knowledge necessary to 
    

30



CCC Ethnic Studies Programs-
Woodland Community College



WCC Practice: 
CCC Ethnic Studies 
Summit

38

https://wcc.yccd.edu/academics/social-sciences/ethnic-studies/
Program Goals and Objectives:

• meet general education requirements for all students
• prepare students planning to transfer and earn a BA degree 

in Ethnic Studies (e.g., Chicano Studies, African American 
Studies, Native American Studies, or Asian American 
Studies) and professional fields, including social sciences, 
humanities, law, teaching, social work, and public 
administration

• provide the skills and knowledge needed for courses transfer 
to four-year colleges and universities,

• help students to succeed in the pursuit of excellence in their 
individual academic and career goals,

• develop the social awareness of students to stimulate their 
leadership and community service potential,

• provide students a solid academic understanding of their 
socio-economic, political, and historical realities,

• development of students’ ability to think critically and 
express themselves in an organized, logical, and critical 
manner

https://wcc.yccd.edu/academics/social-sciences/ethnic-studies/


Resources
● Sonoma County Junior College District Board Policy 4.3.2bP Equivalency of Faculty Qualifications
● Minimum Qualifications for Faculty and Administrators in California Community Colleges (MQ 

Handbook)
● Career Technical Education Faculty Minimum Qualifications Toolkit
● ASCCC Paper: Equivalence to the Minimum Qualifications (2020 update)
● ASCCC Rostrum Articles

○ Building a Deeper Career Education Candidate Pool--Using Faculty Equivalency Processes More 
Effectively

○ Looking at Equivalency Differently: Rethinking Equivalency to General Education

○ Busting Equivalency Myths: An Equivalency Chair’s Perspective

○ Equivalency to the Minimum Qualifications

40

https://go.boarddocs.com/ca/santarosa/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=A6CPHP6240A2
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/About-Us/Divisions/Educational-Services-and-Support/Academic-Affairs/What-we-do/Curriculum-and-Instruction-Unit/Minimum-Qualifications/cccco_2020_report_min_qualifications-a11y.pdf?la=en&hash=05CDC88FD9F
https://asccc.org/sites/default/files/ADAversion_CTEMinQualsToolkit.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DedYaKpolwKWG8_MSTmOTVKDmmtsENWe/view
https://asccc.org/content/building-deeper-career-education-candidate-pool-using-faculty-equivalency-processes-more
https://asccc.org/content/looking-equivalency-differently-rethinking-equivalency-general-education
https://asccc.org/content/busting-equivalency-myths-equivalencies-chair%E2%80%99s-perspective
https://asccc.org/content/equivalency-minimum-qualifications


Resources: Examples of Equivalency

College of the Canyons
https://www.canyons.edu/administration/humanresources/employment/minimum.p
hp

Rio Hondo College 
https://www.riohondo.edu/hr/academic-employee-minimum-qualifications-
equivalencies/

Mira Costa College
https://www.miracosta.edu/hr/prospective-employees-faq.html (See Question #8)

41

https://www.canyons.edu/administration/humanresources/employment/minimum.php
https://www.riohondo.edu/hr/academic-employee-minimum-qualifications-equivalencies/
https://www.miracosta.edu/hr/prospective-employees-faq.html


Questions?
Thank you!
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